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National Self-Advocacy Seminar
for Persons with Learning Disabilities
at University Malaya
by Johari Bin Jamali
On November 25, 2006 the 1st National Seminar on Self-Advocacy for

Persons with Learning Disabilities, jointly organized by United Voice,
University of Malaya, JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency),
JKMM (Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat Malaysia) and JPKM (Jabatan
Pendidikan Khas Malaysia) was held at UM. About 180 people attended
this event. People from 47 NGOs and individuals came all the way from
Sabah, Sarawak, Penang, Ipoh, Pahang and Johor.
The seminar was conducted by Dr Dan Goodley from Sheffeld University,
UK. His idea was amazing and of course he explained about people with
learning disability in England, how they self-advocate. In England selfadvocate can freely voice up in school and everywhere else. I admire what
Anthony said to bring all the bosses to hear about people with learning
disability who are jobless/homebound. After Dr. Dan’s speech, many
audiences speak up of their opinions. I enjoyed the audiences’ different
opinions.
I was also one of the presenters there. I talk about how self-advocacy
changed my life. I enjoy voicing up. It gives me courage to speak-up and I
can express my feelings with my UV friends, God and parents too.
On November 26 we had discussions on solving matters of the
Self-Advocacy Movement for persons with learning disabilities in
Malaysia.
This awareness has shown to JKMM, JPKM, NGOs and the public what
self-advocacy is. I hope there will be more awareness of people with
learning disability. One day our voice will be heard by the government.
Hopefully there will be more opportunities for persons with learning
disabilities to find jobs, have a higher income and have access to more
education.

Regional Self-Advocacy Seminar In
Kuching and Kota Kinabalu
by Esther Moo Shook Leng

The Self Advocacy seminar in East Malaysia was conducted from 8

th

to 11th Feb
2007. The main speaker was Dr Dan Goodley from Manchester. Another speaker
was a Japanese by the name of Dr Kenji Kuno. Swee Lan and I from Kuala Lumpur
represented United Voice.
I was very excited and happy to represent United Voice. On the first day, we arrived
at Kuching in the morning and was welcomed and picked up by the Welfare
Department. That evening we bought some souvenirs during sightseeing.
The next day, 8th February we went to the seminar held at the Crown Plaza
Riverside Hotel. The Self Advocacy seminar was held for only one day at Kuching.
About two hundred people attended it. The seminar was jointly organized by
UNIMAS, JKM Sarawak and a few NGOs. The seminar was very successful.
The seminar held in Kota Kinabalu at the Shangri-La Tanjung Aru Resort was over 2 days on the 10th
and 11th February. I was very excited to speak up about self-advocacy and myself. We had a Question
& Answer session and it was very interesting. The response of the seminar participants was very good.
During the seminar at Kota Kinabalu we met representatives from the Kangaroo Club, another
self-advocay group that started in 1996 at KK. We shared our experiences with their members.
These 2 seminars were sponsored by JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) Malaysia. Two
new self-advocacy groups were formed in Sarawak after this event. We hope more groups will be
formed in East Malaysia.
Kangaroo Club is now organising the 2nd National Self-Advocacy Conference to be held from
13th - 16th August 2007 in Sabah.

Pengalaman di Penang
oleh Aidil bin Zulkifli

Saya naik bas bersama kawan-kawan di UV. Saya tengok tv dalam
bas dan dengar lagu, joget-joget. Saya dengar Norin beri ucapan. Saya
berasa seronok sebab ramai kawan. Saya tinggal di hotel. Saya
nampak laut cantik. Saya juga seronok menari disco, joget endan. Saya
enjoy makan angin dan sama-sama keluar makan malam. Saya makan
nasi ayam. Saya juga pergi shopping. Seronok beli barang dan CD.
Tengok baju. Tengok CD. Saya tengok permandangan dan ramai
orang. Saya juga pergi tengok kupu-kupu di taman bunga.

A Wonderful Trip to Penang by Wong Leong Kit
We stayed 2 nights at Naza Hotel and visited the Buddhist temple and butterfly farm. I am afraid
of butterflies especially Clement so both of us did not go in. We went to a museum instead. At
8.45am we met at Taman Jaya LRT station and the bus was big. The first night was Dinner and
Dance. My roommates were Alex and Jonathan. All the people I know which went are Eugene
Lau, Kuhanesan, Irwan, Abid, Esther, Shirley, Cynthia, Pavala, Lit Whei, Aidil, Jennifer, Alex,
Jonathan, Norin, Moh Foong, Daniel, Wendy, James, Clement, David, Chun Jin and Chun Siong
and Guan Leong just to name a few. We all had a great time.
On the second day there was a forum on open employment. Clubs that joined were Friendship
Club, Mutiara Voice Club, United Voice and Dragon Club. Some of my friends shared about their
working experience. The people who shared were Wendy, James, Cynthia and Johari. The people
from the other clubs then shared about their clubs & activities. Then the supporting friends split
everyone into groups to talk about self advocacy and helping special people like us. In the past
James worked in Pizza Hut, Amcorp Mall and Kiwanis. Wendy worked in Health Paradise
restaurant and Kiwanis, she also worked in Summit Subang. Cynthia is a receptionist at a clinic.

Rapid KL HCT Card
by Teoh Hooi Ting

Under the strive of United Voice (UV), officers of Rapid KL
came to UV on 6th Jan 2007 to helped Persons with Learning
Disability to applied for the HCT (Handicap Complimentary
Travel) card. This card allows the holder to get 100% discount
if they are using Rapid KL services include it’s feeder bus. The
person who travels along with Persons with Learning Disability
also can get 50% discount.
There are about 150 people from United Voice and other
groups came to apply this card like Malaysian Care,
PERKOBP, Kiwanis and others. UV office was crowded with
Persons with Learning Disability and their parents. From this we know that they hope to have the HCT
Card very much so that they can go places they want to go without worrying about transportation fee.
Finally about 98% of applicants are approved and because of some technical problem 2% of applications
is on hold. I hoped they are approved too.
I am very happy to see co-operation and kindness of Rapid KL officers so that we can successfully apply
the HCT card. I hope that Rapid KL will provide more services and benefit to Persons with Learning
Disability and other disable people. I think the HCT Card will effect more Persons with Learning Disability
to go out and be independent, for example, they will learn to go out alone, how to take public transport,
how to buy things, be in a group for social meetings and others.
Here I would like to represent all Persons with Learning Disability to thank Rapid KL for their kindness to
come to UV for the HCT card application. I hope this action will be done in other societies which their
members who have not yet apply to make sure Rapid KL is consistent to it’s objective of being a caring
corporate organization.

Visitation by Parent’s Group from Penang & Kedah
by Cynthia Joanne a/p Thomas Raju

Friday 16th of March 2007

A group of practitioners, parents and their children from Penang and
Kedah came to United Voice. About 40 came. Esther and I read about
United Voice. Esther’s mom and my mom talk about their experience and
self-advocacy. They think self-advocacy is good. My father and my sister
talk about me. Swee Lan talk about Society of Learning Disabilities and
importance for self- advocacy. During the Q&A sessions, a lot of them
ask me about work. I feel happy because I enjoy in Untied Voice. After
that we had tea break.

UV Annual General Meeting 2007
Reported by Wendy Yeong Sau Kuen

United Voice had the Annual General Meeting on March 18

th

2007 held
at UV office. We had 34 members who turned up. A few supporting friends
and volunteers were there to help us. Our president Johari welcome
everyone. Then he read out last year’s AGM minutes, annual report and
the financial report for 2006. After that we had the UV Election for new
committee members for 2007-08. The nominees gave a short introduction
speech to the UV members. At the end of elections, results were released
at 4.30pm by supporting friend Yeong Moh Foong. After the election we
made plans for this year. Some of the plans were outings or activities like
picnic, movie, volunteering at old folks home and raise funds for our own
building and a van.
The new UV committee members for 2007-08 are:
President: Johari Bin Jamali
Vice- President: Teoh Hooi Ting
Secretary: Lim Kay Huat (Deerick)
Assistant Secretary: Foo Khee Choong (David)
Treasurer: Moo Shook Leng (Esther)
Ordinary Committee member: Lau Boon Leng (Eugene)
Ordinary Committee member: Yeow Chor Keen (Christina)
Ordinary Committee member: Cynthia Joanne a/p Thomas Raju
Ordinary Committee member: Tang Wing Cheong (Alex)

Meetings on Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities
Reported by James Lim Ming Koon

16th February
Moh Foong and I went to MBPJ for a meeting.
This meeting is held once a month, attended
by representatives of the blind, deaf, physical
disabilities, MBPJ (Majlis Bandaraya Petaling
Jaya), professionals and United Voice. The
topic was about improving the city, town,
roads, bus stops and toilets for persons with
disabilities and easy to understand signage
for persons with learning disabilities. They
discuss that they are planning to improve the
public toilets and bus stops. They added they
want to put ramps in big public buildings for
the people on wheelchairs. They are thinking
of changing the bus stop size so that people
in wheelchairs could move easily. They
mentioned about leveling the pavement so
that it will be easier for the wheelchair users.
They talked about barrier free road, like
nothing will get in the way for people in
wheelchairs and for the blind.

26th February
Swee Lan and I went to Suhakam
(Human Rights Commission of
Malaysia) for another meeting with
several NGOs and Professor Chiam
who chairs the meeting. This time the
topic was about Human Rights for all
types of disabilities. We talked about
having the rights to taking public
transports, education, learning to
drive a car/motorbike and to have
normal life like other people. It was a
very interesting meeting and also the
topics I learned a great deal about all
kinds of people with disabilities. I also
enjoyed meeting and talking to them.

continue...

Seminar on the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
by Eleanore D’Orville

On 20th March 2007, I went to Nikko Hotel for the seminar on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. I took the LRT from Taman Jaya to
Ampang Park, with Swee Lan, and James. The seminar was organized
by JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency), and JKMM
(Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat Malaysia), and was held in the Grand
Ballroom. There were about 400 people. Some came all the way from
Pahang, Sarawak and Penang. Aslam, Norin, and a parent, Encik
Sulaiman, joined us.
The seminar originally was supposed to start at 9:30am, and it did not
start for another several minutes. In the morning, a Japanese professor,
Prof. Osamu Nagase, talked about the Rights of Persons With
Disabilities. There was a presentation, which was on United Nation
Convention on the Rights of Persons With Disabilities. He touched on
Persons With Disabilities having the rights to be equal with other
people. Families of Persons With Disabilities have the rights to stay
together as a family; Persons With Disabilities to have resources and
means to enjoy life. To improve the living condition of Persons With
Disabilities in every country. The talks touched too on the rights of
women and children with disability. They have the rights to be
respected, to have justice without violence, and freedom to choose
residence and to a nationality. Respect their privacy. The rights to
education, health, work, vote, leisure, and sports. The morning ended
with a scrumptious lunch.
Before lunch, Y.B. Dato’Sri Sharizat Abdul Jalil (Menteri Pembanguan
Wanita, Keluarga Dan Masyarakat) came to Nikko Hotel. She talked on
the rights of Persons With Disabilities, and participants were invited to
ask questions. They want Action, not Lip Service. I met Anthony, the
Wheel Power writer. The afternoon topics ended with an appetizing tea,
which was held at 5:00. I was listening, and taking down notes.

Meetings on Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities

...continue

12th March
10th March
Moh Foong and Johari went to
Rapid KL office for a meeting
together
with
the
BEAT
(Barrier-Free Environment and
Accessible Transport Group) team.
The COO, Encik Ali showed them
the new wheelchair friendly buses
that Rapid KL has just purchased.
There’s a ramp at the entrance of
the bus for wheelchair users. After
that he also explained the network
system of the buses in KL and PJ. A
few gave suggestions on how to
implement the wheelchair friendly
buses into the current network.

Alex Tang and Shi Wei went to PutraJaya for a
meeting with the Transport Minister Datuk Sri
Chan Kong Choy and his officials, public transport
operators and service providers. Also present
was representatives from BEAT. BEAT is an
alliance of 16 NGOs of Persons with Disabilities.
UV is part of the group, which advocates for
inclusive public transport in Malaysia. The topic
was to discuss on upgrading transportation to
provide full accessibility to bus stops, bus
terminals, and LRT stations. BEAT submitted a
memorandum to the Minister containing
recommendations to improve the accessibility of
the public transportation system for Persons With
Disabilities. Many advocates for inclusive public
transportation system spoke up during the
meeting to voice their views and suggestions.
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